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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sandbach  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting-  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Sandbach  during  the  year  1950. 

In  it  I  have  commented  both  on  the  environmental  Health 
Services  and  on  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  under  Part  3  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act. 


Study  of  the  vital  statistics  gives  little  cause  for  special 
comment.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  slightly  higher  than 
that  recorded  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  death  rate 
slightly  lower,  but  in  neither  case  is  the  difference  significant. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  heart  and  malignant  diseases  have 
been  by  far  the  commonest  causes  of  death. 

I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  all  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  loyal  service  and  to  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  continued  co-operation. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  DOVE  CORMAC, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Estimated  Population  .  8,960 

Births 


Total  Male  Female 

Live  births — Legitimate  .  122  66  56 

Illegitimate  .  2  —  2 

Still  births — Legitimate  5  4  1 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  mid 
1950—13.8. 


Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
population — 15.8. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 38.7. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population — .55 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total 
population — .37 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  is  shown  as  follows : — 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  4  2  2 

Illegitimate  .  ...  —  - —  — 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 32.2 

Infantile  mortalitv  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and 
Wales— 29.8.  *' 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births — 32.8. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births — 0. 


Deaths 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths,  all  ages  .  97  46  51 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population — 10.8. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
population — 1 1.6 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
within  the  district  during  the  year. 

Cause  Total  Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  &lympatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  ••• 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  . ,. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations . 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


1  —  1 

1  —  1 


1  1  — 

1  1 

3—3 
1  —  1 

12  9  3 

4  1  3 

10  1  9 

7  5  2 

10  5  5 

3  2  1 

2  1  1 

3  2  1 

2  2  — 

2  2  — 

1  —  1 


31  13  18 

1  —  1 

1  1  — 


Total  ...  97  46  51 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0 

Other  Maternal  causes  .  0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births — 0 


3 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


The  following  is  an  abstract  from  my  report  to  the 
South-East  Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee 
concerning  various  aspects  of  the  Local  Health  Authority’s 
services  as  applicable  to  Sandbach. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Y oung  Children 

The  understated  statistics  are  indicative  of  the  work 
carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  situated  at 
Marriott  House,  Sandbach.  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  have 
been  held  weekly,  except  at  holiday  times.  Welfare  Foods 
have  been  sold  at  cost  price  when  requested  by  those 
mothers  attending  with  their  children. 


STATISTICS 


Infant  Welfare 


Ophthalmic  Clinic 
E.N.T.  Clinic 


No.  of 

Cases 

New 

Total 

Clinics 

seen  by 

Cases 

Attendances 

held 

Doctor 

0-1 

1-5 

0-1  1-5 

104 

16 

1567  859 

51 

1037 

No.  of 

New  Total  Clinics 
Cases  Attendances  held 

16  94  26 

16  25  9 


Home  Nursing  Service 

Three  District  Nurses  reside  within  the  town.  Nurse 
E.  A.  Mitham  occupied  a  house  at  Wheelock  rented  from 
the  Sandbach  Urban  District  Council.  She  has  since  retired 
and  her  work  has  been  taken  over  by  Nurse  E.  Gerrard.  The 
other  two  nurses,  Nurse  E.  M.  Deane  and  Nurse  M.  Ralphs, 
reside  at  5,  Elworth  Street,  Sandbach. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  against  Whooping 
Cough  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  has  been  continued 
by  Doctors,  in  their  surgeries,  in  the  patients’  homes  and  at 
Welfare  Centres. 


No  procedure  for  preventing-  a  deadly  disease  has  ever 
yielded  such  a  measure  of  success  as  immunisation  against 
jJiphtheria,  by  removing  from  childhood  one  of  the  most 
frequent  causes  of  fatality. 

Comment  made  in  the  popular  press  about  the 
association  discovered  between  Infantile  Paralysis  and 
Immunisation  has  resulted  in  a  fall  of  immunisation 
throughout  the  country.  Unfortunately  there  has  also  been 
disinclination  on  the  part  of  some  parents  in  Sandbach  to 
have  their  childen  immunised.  Immunisation  does  not  cause 
Infantile  Paralysis  but  merely  increases  the  chances  to  a 
negligible  extent  of  contracting  it  should  the  disease  be 
epidemic  at  the  time  of  inoculation.  If  immunisation  is 
relaxed  the  damage  done  will  be  far  greater  than  any  damage 
due  to  Poliomyelitis  through  the  increased  risk  which 
immunisation  is  thought  to  bring  about.  Every  child  should 
therefore  be  immunised  against  Diphtheria  on  reaching  the 
age  of  one  year  and  again  on  entering  school. 

At  the  present  time  a  large  scale  trial  is  being  carried 
out  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  to  determine  the 
efficacy  of  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough. 
Results  have  indicated  a  fairly  high  percentage  of  success 
with  certain  vaccines  but.  that  it  will  be  a  year  or  two  before 
a  highly  effective  vaccine  is  available  for  general  use.  In 
the  meantime  it  is  considered  advisable  that  pressure  should 
not  be  exerted  on  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised 
against  Whooping  Cough,  but  that  immunisation  should  be 
available  and  carried  out  on  request. 

Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into 
operation  there  has  been  a  general  decline  in  vaccination. 
In  Sandbach  only  66  children  were  vaccinated  for  the  first 
time  during  1950.  Between  the  5th  July,  1948  and  the  31st 
December,  1950,  only  21%  of  children  had  been  vaccinated 
by  the  time  they  had  reached  the  age  of  six  months.  Ideally, 
vaccination  should  be  carried  out  in  infancy,  on  entering 
school,  on  leaving  school  and  afterwards  only  when  there 
has  been  exposure  to  smallpox. 


STATISTICS 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Age  0  to  4 
Age  5  to  14 
Reinforcing  Injections 


62 

6 

17 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

All  age  groups  .  13 


Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Combined  Immunisation 
All  age  groups  .  4 

Vaccination 


Primary  Vaccination 


Age  0  to  4 
Age  5  to  14 
Adults 

Re-  V  accinat  ion 

Age  0  to  4 
Age  5  to  14 
Adults 


•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •••  ••• 


•••  •••  ••• 


58 

8 

11 

1 

1 

13 


Ambulance  and  Sitting- Case  Car  Transport 

Arrangements  made  with  the  British  Red  Cross  and  St. 
John  to  provide  an  ambulance  service  on  an  agency  basis  have 
continued  to  prove  satisfactory.  The  sitting-case  car 
service  has  been  provided  by  the  Voluntary  Car  Service, 
whose  driver  in  Sandbach  is  Mrs.  Firth,  and  in  the  form  of 
taxis  by  Messrs.  Bourne  and  Sons  of  Congleton  and  Mr.  A. 
Proudlove,  of  Sandbach. 

The  cost  of  operating  these  services  compares  very 
favourably  with  ambulance  and  car  services  provided  by 
other  Divisions  in  the  County.  The  tables  set  out  below, 
which  refer  to  the  transport  services  will  be  of  interest.  The 
figures  relate  in  large  part,  but  not  entirely,  to  the  Urban 
District  of  Sandbach,  as  quite  a  large  rural  area  is  covered 
by  the  ambulances  and  cars  based  in  the  town.  Ambulance 
mileages  varied  from  month  to  month  but  there  was  no  sign 
of  any  serious  increase  during  the  year.  The  Sitting-case 
car  mileages  show  an  all  round  increase  from  January  to 
July  with  a  peak  figure  of  4,933  miles  in  October.  The 
conveyance  of  more  patients  from  Sandbach  as  well  as  from 
other  districts  contributed  to  this  rise  in  mileage. 

The  ambulance  and  sitting-case  car  service  provided 
under  section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is 
available  for  those  patients  who  on  strictly  medical  grounds 
are  unfit  to  use  public  transport.  Much  comment  has  from 
time  to  time  been  made  about  how  this  part  of  the  Health 
Service  has  been  abused.  Instances  of  abuse  have  undoubtedly 
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occurred  but  in  many  cases  the  abuse  has  been  apparent 
rather  than  real.  1  believe  that  the  large  increase  in  car 
mileages  is  due  to  more  people  having  made  use  of  a  service 
to  which  they  have  been  entitled  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act. 


Ambulance  Figures — 1950 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

MILEAGES 

1285 

1635 

1836 

1917 

2576 

1503 

1494 

1354 

1610 

1566 

1254 

1394 

JOURNEYS 

40 

46 

53 

57 

75 

52 

52 

47 

51 

50 

42 

50 

PATIENTS 

44 

56 

73 

77 

89 

63 

57 

53 

56 

51 

48 

55 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided 
in  Sandbach  during  1950  are  as  follows: — 


Home  Helps  employed : 

Full  time  .  2 

Temporary  .  3 

Casual  . 1 


Applications  received : 

Confinement  .  10 

Aged  and  Infirm  ...  1 

Sickness  4 

Tuberculosis  .  — 


Cases  attended : 

Confinement  .  9 

Aged  and  Infirm  ...  1 

Sickness  . .  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  .  — 


This  amenity  which  is  provided  under  section  29  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  has  been  gradually  expanding. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  A.  F.  Rowntree,  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board, 
for  the  following  information. 

Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  carried  out  at 
weekly  intervals  by  Messrs.  Melling  and  Ardern,  analysts  to 
the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board,  and  all 
samples  were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality.  One 
Chemical  examination  was  carried  out  on  the  water  from  the 
Sandbach  pumping  station  and  reported  on  favourably.  The 
water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and  there  has  not  been  need  for 
any  action  in  respect  of  contamination. 

As  a  result  of  work  carried  out  on  the  Arclid  Pumping 
Station  the  quantity  of  water  available  has  improved.  The 
distribution  system  is  now  connected  to  the  Eaton  Trunk 
Main  by  a  12  inch  diametre  main  and  in  all  areas  an  adequate 
supply  is  available. 

During  the  year  one  house  previously  supplied  by  a 
pump-well  was  connected  to  the  mains  supply.  At  another 
house,  an  internal  water  supply  was  substituted  for  a  tap 
in  the  yard.  Both  these  items  received  attention  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  Disease 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  accompanying  table  that 
the  predominent  infections  during  1950  were  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough.  The  majority  of  cases  of  measles 
occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  formed  part  of  a 
nation-wide  outbreak  which  continued  for  several  months. 

The  one  case  of  diphtheria  had  not  previously  been 
immunised. 

One  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred  in  an  adult  aged 
25. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1950 
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Meningococcal  In¬ 
fection  . 


TUBERCULOSIS 


For  Comparative  purposes  I  have  recorded  the 
notifications  of  Tuberculosis  during  1950  in  conjunction  with 
the  notifications  of  this  disease  received  each  year  since  1941. 

Tuberculosis — Notifications — 1941  to  1950 


MALE 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946  1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

P  NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P  NP 

P  NPP  NP  P  NP  P 

NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

Up  to  1  year 

1—5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5—15 

1 

2 

2 

1 

15—25 

1  1 

1 

1 

3  111 

1 

25—35 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35—45 

2 

1 

1 

1 

45—55 

2 

55—65 

2 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

FEMALE 

Up  to  1  year 

1—5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5—15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

15—25 

2 

1 

2 

25—35 

1 

2 

1  1 

35  45 

1 

1 

1 

45—55 

1 

55—65 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

TOTAL 

3  3 

5 

6 

3 

3 

6  5 

2  4 

4  14  2 

4  7 

4  1 

4  2 
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Tuberculosis — -Deaths — 1941  to  1950 


MALE  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950 
P  NP  P  NP  P  NP  P  NP  P  NPP  NP  P  NP  P  NP  P  NP  P  NP 


Up  to  1  year 

1—5 

1  1 

5—15 


15—25 

1 

25—35 

1  1 

35—45 


45—55  1 

55—65  1 

1  1  1 

65  and  over 

1 

FEMALE 


Up  to  1  year 

1—5 

1 

5—15 


15—25 

25—35 

1  1 

35—45 

1 

45—55 


55—65 

1  1 

65  and  over 


TOTAL  2  — 

—  32  13—1 - 11—1—1—1  — 

The  figures  of  notifications  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
in  Sandbach  are  relatively  low,  the  number  of  Pulmonary 
cases  being  highest  in  1942  and  the  number  of  Non-pulmonary 
cases  being  highest  in  1942  and  1947. 
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The  need  for  re-housing  the  tuberculous  living  under 
adverse  conditions  has  been  fully  appreciated  by  the  Council 
and  careful  consideration  has  been  given  by  them  to  every 
case  brought  to  their  notice  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Threei  cases  were  re-housed  during  the  year. 

The  following  Sections  of  this  report  have  been  compiled 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal 

The  Refuse  Collection  Service  has  been  hard-pressed 
throughout  the  year,  and,  under  difficult  circumstances,  the 
operators  have  worked  extremely  well.  The  Refuse  Vehicle 
is  five  years  old  and  has  reached  the  stage  where  it  is 
frequently  off  the  road  for  some  mechanical  attention ;  there 
are  no  reinforcements  available  when  any  members  of  the 
team  are  absent  through  sickness  or  holidays ;  and  the 
number  of  houses  in  the  District  has  increased  by  230  since 
the  end  of  the  last  war.  Under  these  conditions  the  service 
is  being  strained,  and  the  remedy  is  the  employment  of  a 
further  vehicle  with  additional  men.  The  existing  employees 
have  carried  out  their  occupation  with  willingness  and  vigour, 
and  the  service  would  have  been  far  less  satisfactory  but 
for.this  factor. 

The  Council  resolved  towards  the  end  of  1950  to 
institute  a  Council-owned  Dustbin  Scheme  as  envisaged  in 
Section  75  (3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  cost  of 
this  service  to  be  made  a  charge  on  the  General  Rate  Fund. 

Use  of  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  at  Malkins  Bank  has 
been  continued,  and  the  Council  purchased  this  and  adjacent 
land  which  should  provide  good  tipping  space  for  another 
25  years.  Some  tipping  of  refuse  has  also  taken  place  at 
Hind  Heath  Sewage  Works  in  order  to  build  up  low-lying 
parts  of  the  land.  On  the  main  Tip  at  Malkins  Bank  there 
cannot  be  any  attempt  at  controlled  tipping  as  there  is  no 
employee  available  for  work  there.  It  is  essential  that  the 
Tip  be  better  kept  and  controlled  than  it  has  been  in  the 
past,  both  from  a  public  health  point  of  view  and  with  a  view 
to  reclaiming  the  land  eventually. 

Conservancy 

Up  to  April,  1950,  the  emptying  of  pail  closets  had  been 
carried  out  by  a  Contractor,  but  in  view  of  the  unsatisfactory 
manner  in  which  the  work  was  being  carried  out  the  Council 
decided  to  use  its  own  employees  for  the  purpose.  The  pails 
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arc  now  emptied  regularly  and  in  an  hygienic  manner,  and 
the  contents  are  disposed  of  at  the  sewage  works.  It  is 
also  worth  noting  that  this  method  of  collection  resulted 
in  a  substantial  saving  as  compared  with  the  cost  of 
collection  by  Contractor. 

Two  more  water  closets  have  been  substituted  for  pail 
closets  during  the  year.  At  one  large  Works  a  sewer 
connection  has  been  made  and  water  closets  are  under 
construction  to  replace  the  existing  18  pail  closets.  Of  the 
remaining  premises  where  conservency  exists,  none  come 
within  the  scope  of  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

Salvage 

At  the  beginning  of  1950  there  was  little  demand  for 
waste-paper  and  the  Council  had  previously  decided  to 
discontinue  the  official  collection.  It  was  considered  that 
it  would  be  wasteful  to  tip  clean  paper  and  cardboard-boxes 
which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Council,  so  salvage  of 
these  materials  continued  in  a  limited  way,  and  a  steady 
profit  was  made.  Within  the  next  12  months  the  price  for 
mixed  waste-paper  increased  from  £4  to  £11  per  ton,  which 
gives  an  indication  of  the  demand  for  waste-naper.  By  the 
end  of  1950  it  had  again  become  the  subject  of  a  national 
appeal.  Through  organising  the  collection  in  conjunction 
with  the  removal  of  household  refuse  a  profit  of  over  £200 
was  anticipated  in  1950/51,  and  there  were  prospects  of 
increasing  this  rate  of  profit  in  the  ensuing  months. 

Under  direction  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the 
Council  has  continued  the  collection  of  Kitchen-waste  by 
means  of  communal  bins.  The  income  from  the  sale  of  this 
material  little  more  than  offsets  the  cost  of  collection,  and 
it  is  felt  that  the  time  and  labour  involved  could  be  put  to 
better  advantage  from  the  Council’s  point  of  view. 

The  following  amounts  of  salvage  were  sold  during  1950. 

£  s.  d. 

Kitchen  Waste  ...  26  tons  3  cwt.  ...  70  19  10 

Waste  Paper  .  23  tons  19^  cwt.  ...  127  10  1 

Cardboard  Boxes  2670  .  33  7  6 
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Rodent  Control 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  acts  as  Rodent  Officer,  and  an 
employee  who  has  been  specially  trained  carries  out  the 
rodent  destruction  amongs  his  other  duties. 

The  situation  in  regard  to  rodent  infestation  is  highly 
satisfactory.  We  have  no  reservoir  infestations,  and 
practically  all  the  infestations  discovered  during  the  year 
were  of  a  minor  character.  The  sewers  have  twice  been 
treated  for  rats  during  the  year  and  the  results  indicate 
only  slight  infestation  in  certain  parts.  The  Council’s 
Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works  are  also  treated  regularly, 
with  good  results. 

Annual  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the 
treatment  of  10  business  premises  (including  3  agricultural) 
by  the  Council’s  Operative.  These  premises  are  normally 
treated  4  times  each  year,  and  any  notification  from  the 
occupiers  is  given  immediate  attention.  All  the  firms 
concerned  appear  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  service  given, 
and  this  method  of  keeping  down  the  growth  of  rat 
population  in  specific  areas  is  very  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  whole  District. 

Sanitary  Inspection 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  during  the  year  . 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  the 
V”  ^  r  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/50 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  the  year 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  the 

y  Cctr  •  •  •  •••  ...  •••  •••  t  •  #  ••• 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/50  0 


20 

5 

7 


2353 

88 

74 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 


Accumulations  of  refuse  . 

15 

Bakehouses  . 

6 

Butchers’  Shops  . 

24 

Cinemas  . 

1 

Conservancy  . 

53 

Dairies  . 

23 

Disinfection  . 

9 

Disinfestation  . 

12 

Drain  obstructions  . 

104 

Drain  tests  . 

19 

Drain  inspections  . 

99 

Dustbins  . 

82 

Factories  . 

82 

Factory  Outworkers  . 

1 

Fish  shops  . 

4 

Fish-frying  premises  . 

18 

Food  premises  . 

176 

Hotels  and  licensed  premises 

33 

Housing  defects  . 

274 

Housing  visits  to  applicants 

for 

Council  houses  . 

69 

Ice-cream  premises  . 

79 

Infectious  disease  . 

197 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

5 

Milk  retailing  . 

19 

Milk  sampling  . 

3 

Market  inspections  . 

43 

Offensive  trades  . 

2 

Overcrowding  . 

«  •  « 

102 

Refuse  collection  . 

47 

Refuse  disposal  . 

40 

Rodent  control  . 

124 

Schools  . 

2 

Smoke  observation  . 

16 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  . 

5 

Unsound  food  . 

37 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises 

6 

Water  supplies  . 

19 

Water  samples  . 

1 

Watercourses,  ditches  and  ponds 

4 

Fairgrounds,  etc . 

5 

Miscellaneous,  interviews,  etc.  ... 

193 

Slaughterhouse,  meat  inspection 

300 

2353 
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It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  Court  Proceedings 
in  any  case  during  the  year.  In  fact  on  the  whole,  property 
owners  and  others  have  been  found  co-operative,  and  it  has 
only  been  necessary  to  apply  pressure  in  a  few  cases. 
Personal  approach  to  the  individuals  concerned  is  found  to 
have  better  results  and  avoid  the  antagonism  which  is  likely 
to  arise  from  formal  communications. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  is  only  one  Offensive  Trade  in  the  District — a 
Bone-Boiler.  There  have  been  no  complaints  in  respect  of 
this  business  and  no  substantial  nuisances  have  been 
discovered  during  routine  inspections.  The  firm  concerned 
has  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Council  to  keep  the 
premises  as  far  as  possible  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

The  Council  issued  one  licence  in  1950  in  respect  of  a 
Moveable  Dwelling.  The  person  concerned  was  a  Nursery¬ 
man  who  wished  to  live  in  a  caravan  at  his  Nurseries.  This 
is  the  only  licensed  Moveable  Dwelling  in  the  District. 

Canal  Boats 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  in  any  case 
during  the  year. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  need  for  new  public  conveniences  will  soon  be  met, 
the  Minister  having  approved  a  scheme  for  erection  of 
conveniences  in  the  centre  of  the  town  for  both  sexes. 


Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises. 

A  survey  of  Licensed  Premises  was  made  during  the  year, 
and,  as  a  result,  the  owners  were  called  upon  to  carry  out  a 
substantial  amount  of  alterations  and  repairs  at  some  of  the 
premises,  mainly  in  respect  of  sanitary  accommodation.  Some 
of  the  conveniences  provided  were  quite  primitive  and  others 
badly  arranged  from  a  hygienic  point  of  view.  The  Brewery 
Companies  were  found  most  co-operative  and  the  Ministry  of 
Works  presented  little  opposition  to  the  granting  of  the 
necessary  Building  Licences.  Much  of  the  work  required 
has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  and  early  attention  has 
been  promised  to  the  remaining  requirements. 
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Smoke  Abatement 

During  1950,  16  timed  observations  were  taken  of 

industrial  chimneys.  Where  smoke  emissions  have  on 
isolated  occasions  been  found  excessive  the  firms  concerned 
have  co-operated  readily  with  a  view  to  preventing  further 
nuisances. 

The  Salt  Works  mentioned  under  this  heading  in  the 
1949  Report  have  continued  to  discharge  black  smoke,  but  to 
a  somewhat  lesser  degree  than  previously.  The  occupiers 
have  taken  various  steps  to  reduce  the  trouble  as  far  as 
possible,  but  it  is  likely  that  some  smoke  nuisance  will 
continue  until  such  time  as  the  old  salt  pans  are  abolished. 

Housing 

No  formal  Notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Acts 
during  1950.  No  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  no  houses 
demolished  as  a  result  of  Demolition  Orders. 

One  application  was  made  under  Section  2  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  for  the  quashing  of  a  Demolition  Order  which 
became  operative  prior  to  1st  January,  1946;  but  the  Council 
decided  that  the  house  was  still  in  some  respects  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  the  application  was  rejected. 

The  duties  connected  with  Council  house  applications 
and  visits  of  investigation  were  passed  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year.  The  list  of  Applicants  was 
thoroughly  pruned,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  211 
bona  fide  applicants  on  the  Register. 

A  survey  was  made  in  March,  1950,  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  overcrowding  amongst  applicants  for  Council 
houses,  and  the  following  information  resulted : — 

A.  Where  bedroom  accommodation  did  not 

allow  segregations  of  unmarried  adults  of 
opposite  sexes  .  31 

B.  Where  bedroom  accommodation  was  over¬ 
crowded  by  reason  of  child/ren  sharing 
room  with  adults,  e.g.  child  with  parents  54 

C.  Where  adults  in  bedrooms  were  in  excess 

of  Council’s  standard  .  9 

D.  Where  children  in  bedrooms  were  in 

excess  of  Council’s  standard  .  6 
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Some  cases  qualified  in  this  survey  for  inclusion  in  more 
than  one  category,  but  each  of  these  cases  was  included  in 
only  one  of  the  sections  enumerated  above. 

As  a  result  of  this  Report  the  Council’s  Points  Scheme 
for  Applicants  was  “  weighted  ”  further  in  favour  of  over¬ 
crowded  cases,  with  emphasis  on  Category  “A”  types 
(above). 

Platt  Avenue  Site 

The  remaining  22  houses  on  this  site  were  completed  and 
bring  the  total  number  of  completed  houses  on  this  site  to 
90. 

£1  worth  Road  Site 

All  22  houses  on  this  site  were  completed. 

Crewe  Road  Site 

Thirty  four  houses  were  commenced  on  1st  May  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  six  houses  were  completed,  leaving  28 
under  construction. 

In  December  a  further  contract  for  18  houses  was 
commenced. 


Plans  Passed 


(a) 

New  dwelling  houses  ...  . 

21 

(b) 

(c) 

Private  Garages  . 

Additions  and  alterations  to 

20 

dwelling-houses  . 

18 

(d) 

Other  buildings  . 

29 

Building  Licences 

For 

new  dwelling  houses  . 

00 

For  Repair  work,  etc. 

Improvement  of  Sanitary  Conditions  4 

Structural  Repairs  .  5 

Additional  Accommodations  .  2 

Miscellaneous  .  2 

Number  of  Dwellings  Erected 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  8 

By  Private  Enterprise  (Prefabricated)  1 

By  Local  Authority  .  50 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

} 

Meat  Inspection 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Flat  Lane, 
Sandbach  deals  with  the  whole  of  the  meat  supplied  to  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Sandbach,  Middlewich  and  Alsager,  and 
all  animals  slaughtered  at  this  abbatoir  are  examined  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a  high 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis  among  the  cows. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  . 

cows 

462 

879 

262 

Lambs 

4606 

95 

Number  Inspected  . 

462 

879 

262 

4606 

95 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis : — 

Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

2 

13 

6 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

230 

551 

3 

774 

12 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

50.2 

64.2 

3.4 

17 

12.6 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

10 

27 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

95 

426 

4 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

22.7 

51.5 

— 

— 

4.2 

16  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  detected  at  the 
Sandbach  Slaughterhouse  during  1950. 


Conditions  regarding  Meat  Transport  and  Handling  from 
the  Slaughterhouse  have  improved  substantially.  A  new 
Transport  Van  designed  for  the  carrying  of  meat  has  been 
provided.  The  loaders  at  the  Slaughterhouse  have  all  been 
provided  with  washable  headgear  and  overalls. 
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Regular  inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops  were  made,  and 
conditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory.  A  refrigerator 
was  provided  at  one  Butcher’s  Shop  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Other  Foc-ds. 

The  Council  readily  agreed  to  the  making  of  Byelaws 
(based  on  the  Model  Byelaws)  under  Section  15  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  preventing  the  contamination  of 
food.  The  Byelaws  came  into  operation  on  October  2nd,  1950, 
and  a  copy  was  handed  to  each  food  dealer  in  the  District, 
together  with  an  explanation  where  required. 

Thirty  premises  are  registered  with  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  potted,  pickled 
or  preserved  food.  One  application  for  such  registration  was 
refused  because  of  unsatisfactory  premises. 

Five  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  Ice-cream.  Fifteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale 
only  of  Ice-cream. 

Metal  stalls  have  been  fitted  in  the  Council’s  Market  Hall 
for  use  by  food  vendors.  These  stalls  are  a  considerable 
improvement  from  the  point  of  view  of  cleansing  and 
hygiene,  and  they  have  also  met  with  the  distinct  approval  of 
the  traders. 

The  following  Unsound  Foods  were  condemned  during 
the  year  :• — 

28  stones  Fish 
26  lb.  Bacon 
30  lb.  Pressed  Beef 
10  lb.  Cooked  Ham 
2\  lb.  Pork  Brawn 
48  lb.  Butter 
21  lb.  Cheese 

5  lb.  Margarine 

6  lb.  Sausage 

24  Tins  Vegetables 
54  Tins  Milk 

7  Tins  Jam 
26  Tins  Fruit 
15  Tins  Soup 
52  Tins  Meat 

1  Tin  Svrup 
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Milk 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  as  regards  this 
Council  was  as  follows — - 

Registered  Dairies  .  3 

Registered  Distributors  .  9 

Dealers’  Licences  to  Sell  Sterilized  Milk .  3 

Dealers’  Licences  to  Sell  Pasteurised  Milk .  6 

Dealers’  Licences  to  Sell  Tuberculin-tested  Milk  5 

Dealers’  Licences  to  Sell  Accredited  Milk  .  1 

Supplementary  Licences  in  respect  of  T.T.  Milk  ...  3 

Supplementary  Licences  in  respect  of  Pasteurised 
M i 1  lc  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Supplementary  Licences  in  respect  of  Sterilized  Milk  1 

Last  year’s  Report  mentioned  the  case  of  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  Milk  sample  taken  just  before  the  close  of  the  year. 
Further  samples  were  taken  in  the  early  part  of  1950,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  contamination  was  taking  place 
before  arrival  at  the  retailer’s  premises.  The  County  Milk 
Production  Officer  was  informed.  The  Producer  shortly 
afterwards  moved  to  new  premises  and  the  contamination 
ceased. 

Although  in  general  the  production  side  of  milk  is  now 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  good 
co-operation  exists  between  the  responsible  Officer  for  this 
area  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Routine  inspections  of  factories  are  made  from  time  to 
time  and  the  following  tables  indicate  the  position  for  1950 : 

Number  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 
Register  tions  Notices  Prose¬ 
cuted 


48  42  —  — 


37  25  -  - 


Premises 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Se.  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  . 
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Premises 


(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 


Number  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
on  lnspec-  Written  Occupiers 
Register  tions  Notices  Prose¬ 
cuted 


2  6  —  — 


TOTALS  ...  95  82  —  — 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  were  referred  Prosecu- 

To-H.M.  By  H.M.  tions 
Found  Remed’d  Insp.  Insp. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  1 

Overcrowding  . — 

Unreasonable  Temperature  — 
Inadequate  Ventilation  ...  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  . .  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  2 

jb)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  .  3 

(c)  Not  separate  for 


1 

2 

1 


TOTALS  ...  7  5  —  —  — 


22 


